Thursday, June 23, 2005 

3 Men Charged After Area Auto Burglaries 

Journal Staff Report
    Three men were arrested Tuesday on charges of auto burglary, receiving stolen property and conspiracy after Albuquerque Police Department officers noticed a car playing loud music, court records say.
    Carl Montoya, 23, of the 2500 block of Isleta SW, David Trujillo, 21, of the 3400 block of Northfield Court NW and Gabriel Estevan Cordova, 25, of the 1000 block of Griegos NW, were arrested on three counts of auto burglary, receiving stolen property and conspiracy, according to three criminal complaints.
    The complaints say:
    About 7:44 a.m. Tuesday, an APD officer saw a gold Cadillac traveling south on Fourth Street. He watched the driver turn into a parking lot and then turn back onto Fourth Street going north before making a left turn, blocking traffic.
    He stopped the car and asked for identification, proof of insurance and registration. The driver said he did not have his license with him and did not have registration papers. He said the car belonged to his brother. Two passengers gave false information about their identities. The officer knew the third passenger.
    When the officer checked Trujillo's license, it came back as revoked and the two men who gave fake information came back as non-existent. The officer handcuffed Trujillo, Cordova and Montoya.
    The complaints say that because the driver's license was revoked, the officer began an inventory search of the vehicle for towing purposes. The officer found a black bag with a baseball bat and a plastic bag full of clothes, and he saw a stereo and several other bags in the trunk. Inside the black bag were two checkbooks not belonging to the men. Another officer called the names on the checkbooks and was told by both women that their vehicles had been broken into Monday and their purses had been stolen.
    Paperwork belonging to another person also was found in the black bag. When officers called the man, he told officers his car had been broken into and a black bag stolen. A witness later told officers he had observed the man's car being burglarized by three males wearing bandanas over their faces "Western-style."
    Officers found numerous items belonging to the two women. They also found two bandanas folded Western-style.
    During interviews with Trujillo, Montoya and Cordova, one of the men admitted they had driven to "an insurance place" on Coors and one of them broke out a window of a van and stole a purse. He said they then drove to another location and broke out a window in a Volkswagen and stole another purse, then drove to the northeast part of town, where they broke into a car parked at a library. He said they drove to a sporting goods store and covered their faces with the bandanas and broke into another car and stole a black bag. He said they saw an "old guy" watching them, so they drove off.
    The men are in the Metropolitan Detention Center. Trujillo and Cordova are being held on $12,500 cash or surety bonds each. Montoya is being held on a $17,500 cash or surety bond. Montoya had an outstanding 2004 warrant for aggravated battery on a household member.
